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Teaching: Living in the Kingdom of Heaven — Now and Not Yet
Day 1: The Kingdom is Here

Scripture: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as itis in heaven. — Matthew
6:10

Reflection: When Jesus taught us to pray, He gave us a vision for life that isn’t about
escaping the world but redeeming it. "On earth as it is in heaven" is not a metaphor—it’s a
mandate. The Kingdom of God is not just a future hope; it’s a present reality, breaking in
wherever Jesus is Lord. When we choose compassion over criticism, mercy over judgment,
and generosity over greed, the Kingdom shows up. God’s Kingdom isn’t limited to a church
building; it’s in your home, workplace, school, and even your most mundane moments.
Every time we embody Jesus’ way—loving enemies, forgiving freely, serving sacrificially—
we partner with heaven. The Kingdom is near because the King is near. His Spiritis in us
and with us, closer than the air we breathe. We don't wait for heaven—we live it, now.

Today’s Practice: Today, take 10 minutes to pray the Lord’s Prayer slowly. Linger on the
phrase, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.” Ask yourself,
what would it look like if God’s Kingdom came fully in your life today? In your relationships?
In your decisions? Write down one specific way you can partner with God to bring a glimpse
of heaven to earth—whether it's reconciling with someone, showing up for a friend, or
giving generously. Then, do it.

Prayer: Father in the heavens, as close to me as the air | breathe, let Your Kingdom come

in me today. Shape my heart to reflect Yours. Help me live with open hands, open eyes,
and an obedient heart.

Day 2: The Spirit is Moving

Scripture: Now the earth was formless and empty... and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters. — Gensis 1:2



Reflection:

From the very beginning, the Spirit of God has moved in the dark and chaotic places,
bringing life and order. That same Spirit now lives in us. We are not left to navigate the mess
of life alone—the breath of God is in our lungs. The presence of the Holy Spirit isn’t
reserved for a select few or sacred places. He is here. He is present in your grief, your
questions, your boredom, and your joy. And He empowers you to live differently, to live fully.
When we live by the Spirit, we don’t escape the world—we engage it with heaven’s
perspective. God’s Spirit breathes hope into our ordinary lives, reminding us that the
Kingdom is alive right now.

Today’s Practice:

As you move through your day, pause three different times to simply breathe and whisper,
“Holy Spirit, You are here.” Take notice of where you are and how you're feeling. Invite the
Spirit to lead you in that moment—whether in a conversation, a decision, or simply being
present. At the end of the day, journal about one way you sensed God's Spirit moving
through you.

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, hover over the chaos in me. Fill me with Your presence and lead me in the way
of Jesus. Let me feel Your nearness today and respond to Your gentle whispers.

Day 3: Faithful Presence in a Broken World

Scripture:
Seek the peace and prosperity of the city... Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you
too will prosper. — Jeremiah 29:7

Reflection:

God didn’t call His people to retreat from a broken culture—He called them to plant
gardens in it. In exile, surrounded by a foreign culture, the Israelites were told to live, love,
build, grow, and pray for their city. The same is true for us. We don’t withdraw from the
world; we engage it with holy intentionality. God’s people are called to be a faithful
presence—people who seek the good of their neighborhoods, workplaces, and cities.
Wherever you find yourself, you’re not just there by accident—you’re sent. Our work, our
care for others, and our rootedness in our communities matter deeply. This is how heaven
comes neatr.

Today’s Practice:

Take a walk in your neighborhood or sit in a local public place. Ask God to show you how to
seek the good of your city. What burdens your heart? Where do you see a need for peace,
justice, or beauty? Pray for that place or situation. Consider how you might be a faithful
presence there this week—maybe through service, encouragement, or prayer.

Prayer:
God, thank You for placing me where | am. Help me to see this place through Your eyes.
Teach me to be a bringer of peace, hope, and renewal. Use my presence for Your glory.



Day 4: A Preview of the Coming Kingdom

Scripture:
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here! — 2 Corinthians 5:17

Reflection:

In Jesus, the new creation has already begun. You are a living, breathing preview of what’s
to come. The Kingdom of God isn’t just your destination—it’s your identity. You are part of
God’s restoration project, a walking signpost of heaven’s hope. Every time you forgive, love
radically, or speak life—you reflect the Garden City that’s coming. You don’t have to wait
until eternity to live in God’s Kingdom. You get to be a picture of it here and now. What an
invitation—and what a responsibility. To live as ambassadors of reconciliation, calling
others back to God by how we live.

Today’s Practice:

Identify one area of your life where the “old” is still trying to define you—maybe it's fear,
anger, shame, or selfishness. Confess it honestly to God. Then write down a “new creation”
response you can live into today—something that reflects God’s character in that very area.
Let your life become a small preview of the restoration to come.

Prayer:
Jesus, thank You for making me new. | want to live in a way that points others to You. Make
me a sign of hope, a reflection of Your Kingdom. Let the old fall away and the new take root.

Day 5: We Live with Hope

Scripture:
He who was seated on the throne said, 'l am making everything new! — Revelation 21:5

Reflection:

This is the promise that sustains us: everything will be made new. The tears, the
heartbreak, the injustice—they will not have the final word. Jesus, the Risen King, will
return to restore all things. And until that day, we live in hopeful tension. We grieve the
world’s brokenness, but we do not grieve without hope. Our lives, lived in the way of Jesus,
are seeds of resurrection. We are not escapists—we are restorers. And even when the
Kingdom feels far, we hold fast to the promise: renewal is coming. Resurrection will finish
what it started.

Today’s Practice:

Today, choose to live with resurrection hope. Start by writing down three things in the world
or your life that feel broken. Then, beside each one, write a hope-filled prayer—what
restoration would look like in that area. Carry those hopes into your conversations, your
work, and your thoughts today. Let your hope shape your presence.

Prayer:

God of renewal, | trust that You are making all things new. Let Your future restoration fuel
my present faithfulness. Give me eyes to see glimpses of hope today, and strength to keep
going until You finish what You’ve started.



