
festive optimism infects everyone, even the 
scrooges of the world.  I may get a bit tired of all 
the commercialism and abuse of the emphasis, 
but in the end, the message of hope over-
comes.  Now, many people ignore, deny, or re-
sist the central message of that hope which is 
the incarnation of Jesus as an innocent baby in 
the arms of his righteous parents, but HE STILL 
REMAINS THE CORE OF THAT HOPE.  God en-
gaging mankind with the intimacy of Jesus’ per-
sonal touch illustrates God’s immanence, His 
presence among and within us.  God is active in 
our life experiences, and the images of Christ’s 
birth remind us of that truth. 
 
 I like winter.  Reason  #2: Newness is com-
ing.  Winter declares an end of the seasonal 
cycle.  Vegetation goes dormant.  Snows bring 
quiet to life’s commotion.  An expectation and 
anticipation of spring’s warmth and life-giving 
rains encourages a new excitement for a fresh 
start every year.  In the spring life bursts new 
again.  New leaves on trees, new buds on flow-
ers, new growth in grasses, new plans for sum-
mer, new fun in the warming outdoor air.  God 
has cleansed his earth once again and pre-
pared it for new life and reasons for joy. 
 
 I’m entering the winter of my life.  I’m get-
ting older.  Things I used to do, I can’t do so well 
anymore, or perhaps at all.  But that’s okay.  My 
spring is just around the corner.  God has a plan 
to make me new again someday.  And that will 
happen because of that Christmas day of my 
faith when He became personal within me as I 
accepted Him into my life with my baptism.  I 
like winter.  Old things pass away and every-
thing becomes new again.  Winter’s coming.  
How exciting!      
     Steve 
 

A  W A L K  D OW N  T H E  P AT H  
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On: Winter is coming. 
 December 21 is Winter Solstice.  According 
to Wikipedia (the definitively defective internet 
dictionary): Winter solstice (or hibernal solstice) 
is an astronomical phenomenon marking the 
shortest day and the longest night of the year. 
In the Northern Hemisphere this is 
the December solstice and in the Southern 
Hemisphere this is the June solstice. 
 
 Different cultures express their apprecia-
tion for this annual event in different manners.  
Anthropologists suggest that Stonehenge in 
England was constructed as a worship monu-
ment centered around winter solstice.  Here on 
the plains in America we celebrate it by an-
nouncing, “It’s winter!”  (Yeah, I know…big 
deal.) 
 
 I’ve always enjoyed winter.  Oh, I can get 
tired of a lingering winter, but for the most part, 
I enjoy the cold temperatures and snow.  Do I 
enjoy sub-zero temps?  Not particularly.  I grew 
up in Iowa enduring a lot of those, though.  Do I 
enjoy ice on streets, roads, and driveways?  Not 
particularly, and I have slid around on them like 
everyone else.  But in general, I like winter. 
 
 As a kid, I enjoyed making snow forts and 
throwing snowballs.  We would go sledding with 
our friends, with our family members, with the 
cub scout pack, with my high school buddies.  
As an adult I’ve sledded (and tubed) with teen-
agers, and more recently (a couple of years 
ago) with our grown children and our grandchil-
dren.  I still like to go sledding…and throwing 
the occasional snowball at the unsuspecting 
child or grandchild. 
 
 I’ve always enjoyed the snow.  Linda and I 
used to love to go snow skiing, and I’m sure I’d 
still enjoy it.  I’ve made snowmen with my kids 
and with my grandkids.  I’ve made snow angels 
with my kids and with my grandkids.  I know 
this sounds kind of goofy, but I even enjoy shov-
eling snow off the driveway.  The refreshing 
cold air is invigorating, and the warmth of the 
house when I come back inside feels great, too. 
 
 I like winter.  Reason # 1: Christmas.  The 
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Our Vision 
Becoming a beacon of faith 
drawing people to Jesus 
Our Mission 
We will serve Jesus by touch-
ing people’s lives and teach-
ing them to have Kingdom-
minded hearts. 
Our Values 

* Welcoming:  We meet 
you at the door and re-
ceive you as one of our 
family. 

* Family:  We encourage 
families of all ages and 
stages, and those in 
need of families, to be a 
part of our church family. 

* Christ-centered:  We 
focus our worship, our 
teachings, and our life-
style choices on Jesus. 

* Scripture:  We encourage 
everyone to have an 
understanding of The 
Bible as God’s inspired 
communication to all. 

* Prayerful: We communi-
cate to God in prayer to 
strengthen our relation-
ship with Him. 

* Supportive: We support 
and uplift each other 
through our prayers, 
fellowship, and service to 
one another. 

* Evangelism: We share 
the message of salvation 
both locally and globally. 

Church Offerings 
for November 

Date       Offering 
N o v .  6   $3, 0 79 
N o v .  13   $2, 5 25 
N o v .  20  $2, 1 27 
N o v .  27   $2, 4 38 
N o v .  Av g . :  $ 2 ,5 42  

 
We e k l y  B u d g e t   
R e q u i re m e n t:  

$ 2, 80 3  
 

Ha r v e s t :   $9,806  
R a i s e  t h e  Ro o f :  

$7,5 82;  138 b u n d l e s  
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 
* Ladies’ Bible Study  
 The Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Thursday mornings 
at 9 a.m.  All ladies are welcome to participate.  
* Tanglewood Care Home Ministries 
 Please place Bingo prize donations in the basket in 
the foyer.  Sisters in Service helps with Bingo on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month. 
* Christmas in Lecompton, Sat. Dec. 10, 11 a.m. 
 All ladies are welcome to join in a Christmas out-
ing to the Lecompton Christmas Tree display on Sat-
urday, Dec. 10.  Meet at the church at 11 a.m. to car-
pool.  We’ll eat lunch at Aunt Netters before touring 
the decorated Christmas trees.  Cost is $5 per per-
son; please sign up in the church foyer. 

MEETINGS 
Elder’s Meeting, December 7 
 The Elders will meet in the church library on Wednes-
day, December 7, at 7 p.m. 
 

SERVING AT RHCC 
Cleaning Crew 1 for December 
 The Bob Coffman Cleaning Crew (Crew 1) is cleaning 
for the month of November. 
 
Serving Lists for 2017 
 You will soon find sign up lists in the foyer for serving 
opportunities in 2017.  Sign up to be added to our rotat-
ing serving schedules for worship, children’s ministries, 
and also to prepare communion for a month. 

 Operation Christmas 
Child 

  Thank you to all 
the volunteers who 
helped with the Opera-
tion Christmas Child 
collection!  As a church, we raised 36 Christmas gifts for 
children in need around the world, and as a relay center, 
we helped get 80+ cartons of 1,253 Christmas gifts to the 
next step in their journey to blessing a child and sharing 
the Gospel! 

Harvest, November 19-20, 2016, Goal: $10,145 

  Thanks to all involved in our Harvest giving and 
Thanksgiving celebration! As of Sunday, November 27, 
we have raised $9,806 for the missions and ministries 
we support.  A special thanks goes to Bruce Maples and 
the Fellowship Team for coordinating the Harvest Cele-
bration and Feast. 
 The Mission Team will be meeting to determine the 
disbursement of the funds, and will inform the congrega-
tion at the annual meeting the first Sunday in February. 

$9,806 RAISED FOR MISSIONS! 

M I S S I O N S  A N D  O U T R E AC H  M I N I S T R I E S  

·Christmas Gifts for Alpha Christian Children’s Home 
 Once again, we have decided to 
adopt the children and adults of Alpha 
Christian Children’s Home for Christ-
mas.  Beginning Sunday, December 4, 
sign up in the church foyer if you’d like 
to bring a gift or two for someone at 
Alpha.  Ages and sizes are available on 

the sign up list.  Gifts will need to be returned to the 
church by Sunday morning, December 18.  
 
·Christmas Caroling and Fellowship, Dec. 18, 5:30pm 
 Join us for an evening of music and fellowship!  We 
will meet at the church at 5:30 p.m., and then go caroling 
for the residents of Presbyterian Manor and Tanglewood 
Care Home.  After caroling, we will conclude the evening 
with a time of fellowship at the home of Kurtis and April 
Wells, 4001 NW Beecher. Bring snacks to share! 
  
·Christmas Eve Service, Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 
 Celebrate the birth of Christ at Rolling Hills with carols 

H O L I DAY  H A P P E N I N G S  
and candlelight at 
our Christmas Eve  
service, which be-
gins at 6 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
·Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
 Due to Christmas falling on a Sunday, we will not 
have any Sunday School classes that day.  Our 10 a.m. 
worship service will be casual and comfortable with an 
informal atmosphere, and we also invite all children to 
participate in service to allow teachers and nursery work-
ers to worship with their families.  We hope you will all join 
us for a special time of family worship and celebration of 
the birth of Jesus. 
 
·New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 
 New Year’s Day also falls on a Sunday.  Again, we will 
have no Sunday School classes due to the holiday.  Chil-
dren’s and Peewee Church and nursery will continue as 
normal during our regular 10 a.m. worship service. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  



· Youth Group, Sundays, 6:30 p.m. 
 Junior and Senior High youth meet at 6:30 p.m. on 
Sunday evenings at the church.  We will meet Decem-
ber 4 and 11, and then break until the new year. 

 
· Youth Group Bell-Ringing Reschedule! 
 We need to reschedule our bell ring-
ing for the Salvation Army Red Buckets. 
Please come to our regular Sunday meet-
ing with your calendar and some sugges-
tions for days/times that might work for 
bell ringing.  
 

· Student Ministry Intern 
 We have scheduled interviews with two Manhattan 
Christian College students to work with our Youth and 
Children’s Ministries.  The interviews will take place in 
January.  Keep this possibility in your prayers as we 
work to expand our ministry efforts in this area. 
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WORSHIP ELDER —  Bill Hollingshead   SONG LEADERS — Steve Seehorn PIANIST — Tari Metzler 

SOUND – Bryan Boutz                                    COMPUTER –   Jim Clark                           CHURCH CLEANERS – Bob Coffman, Team 1 

COMMUNION PREPARATION – Clark 
* Communion Meditation; # Offering Meditation 

S E RV I N G  A T  RO L L I N G  H I L L S  F O R  DE C E M B E R  

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R I E S  
· Freshly Cleaned Carpet 
 The carpets in all the hallways, auditorium & nursery 
have been professionally cleaned and look great.  The 
stains are gone, but can magically reappear with our as-
sistance.  Please use care when carrying drinks, especial-
ly hot drinks, and sodas.  And if you have recently walked 
through the La Brea Tar Pits, please wipe your feet on the 
floor mats when you enter.  Thank you. 
 

· Food Fight! 
 Coming Sunday, January 29, it’s our second annual  
Food Fight and Chili cookoff!  Dust off your favorite reci-
pes and get ready for some friendly food competition! 

 

WELCOME, LITTLE ONE! 
 The church will host a baby shower 
for Amber and Adam Holthaus and 
Baby Boy due in January.  The shower 
will be held at the church on Sunday, 
December 4, at 2 p.m. 

F E L L OW S H I P  M I N I S T R I E S  

4 11 18 25 

*    John McElroy 
#   Kevin Wohletz 
 Paul Brackey 
     Scott Brackey 

*    John McElroy 
#   Kevin Wohletz 
 Paul Brackey 
     Scott Brackey 

*  Dustin Mengarelli 
#   Bruce Maples 
 Kurtis Wells 
       Konner Wells 

*  Dustin Mengarelli 
#   Bruce Maples 
 Kurtis Wells 
       Konner Wells 

Benediction 

Kevin Wohletz Kevin Wohletz Bruce Maples Bruce Maples 

Missions Update 

Eric Showalter Sharlene Showalter Arlene Marshall Georgia Ford 

Greeters 

Wells / Showalter Huntsman / White Smith / Holthaus Douglass / B Barnes 

Nursery Workers 

T Briggs / I Boutz A Seehorn /B Johnson K Snyder / B Watson Family Worship 

Preschool Worship 

Karen Seel 

  

Marcia James/ Megan Perry Amy White Family Worship 

Elementary Worship 

Melissa Boutz Melissa Boutz Melissa Boutz Family Worship 



Sun., Dec. 4  Baby Shower for Baby Holthaus, 2 p.m. 
 
Wed., Dec. 7:   Elder’s Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 
Sun., Dec. 18:  Gifts due for Alpha Christian Children’s Home 
     Caroling and Christmas Fellowship, 5:30 p.m. 
  
Sat., Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve Service, 6 p.m. 
 
Sun., Dec. 25:  Family Christmas Worship, 10 a.m. 
     No Sunday School, No Children’s Church 
 
Mon., Dec. 26:  News due to Melissa for January, 2017 newsletter 
 
Sun., Jan. 1, 2017: No Sunday School classes 
 

Thursdays: Ladies’ Bible Study, 9 a.m.  
Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays: Senior Fit & Fun, 1:30 p.m. 

Sundays: Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:30 p.m. 

4530 NW Hiawatha Place 
(US Hwy 75 & NW 46th St.) 
Topeka, KS  66618 

Roll ing Hil ls  Christ ian Church  

C O M I N G  U P  A T  R O L L I N G  H I L L S  

Phone: 785-286-0601 
Email:  office@rhcctopeka.org 
www.rhcctopeka.org 
Find us on Facebook! 
 
Steve Seehorn, Minister 
steve@rhcctopeka.org 
 
Melissa Boutz, Administrative Assistant 
melissa@rhcctopeka.org 

Come Join Us! 

Sundays :  
9 :00 a .m. Sunday School 

10 :00 a .m.  Worship Serv ice 
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