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T HE P ATHWAY
Our Vision

Becoming a beacon of faith
drawing people to Jesus
Our Mission

We will serve Jesus by touching people’s lives and teaching them to have Kingdomminded hearts.
Our Values

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Welcoming: We meet
you at the door and receive you as one of our
family.
Family: We encourage
families of all ages and
stages, and those in
need of families, to be a
part of our church family.
Christ-centered:
We
focus our worship, our
teachings, and our lifestyle choices on Jesus.
Scripture: We encourage
everyone to have an
understanding of The
Bible as God’s inspired
communication to all.
Prayerful: We communicate to God in prayer to
strengthen our relationship with Him.
Supportive: We support
and uplift each other
through our prayers,
fellowship, and service to
one another.
Evangelism: We share
the message of salvation
both locally and globally.

Church Offerings
for December
Date
Offering
D ec . 4
$3,5 46
D ec . 11
$2,4 35
D ec . 18
$3,0 44
D ec . 25
$3,5 50
D ec . Av g.: $3,143
Weekly B u d get
Req u iremen t:

$2, 803

Harve st : $9,806
Raise the Ro o f:
$7,5 82; 138 bundle s

A W A L K D OW N T H E P AT H
On: “The BFG”
We have enjoyed having a house full of
Christmas family excitement for the past few
days. The grandchildren enjoy being together
and playing together. Meal times prove to be
a collision of appetites and distractions with
lots of chatter that slows down the chewing.
Toys seem to reproduce spontaneously so that
walking through the kitchen, dining room, and
living room offers stiff competition for the obstacle courses on “American Ninja Warrior” TV
shows.
A couple of movies have been rented for
us to all enjoy together. One of them was “The
BFG’ (The Big Friendly Giant). It is delightful
with a very clever story line. Without giving
away the story, one of the giants, the BFG,
catches dreams and gives them to people.
The heroine, a little girl named Sophie, sees a
jar with her name on it. It says, “Sophie’s
Dream – A Heart’s Desire.” Sophie eventually
asks the BFG what her dream says. His description is very thoughtful and generally complete, including many wonderful hopes as well
as some likely challenges and struggles.
As this poignant portion of the film transpired, I couldn’t help but think that is precisely the way our lives unfold. We all have hopes
and dreams upon which we build our goals
and plans. We may see some, if not many, of
those develop as we age. They may not come
about exactly as we expect. Indeed, we may
wake up one day and see ourselves at a life
point in which we can see that we are actually
living some portion of the dreams that we imagined years, or even decades, earlier. Or perhaps we find ourselves in some variation of
the dream than we had not imagined. When
those discoveries are made, we can’t help but
smile with satisfaction and joy.
On the other hand, at times our dreams
arrive through the fog of uncertainty and disquiet. Perhaps disappointments occur, or the
dreams of our young years are modified with
less grandeur than we had hoped. Or perhaps
we experience some type of heartache or anguish, having endured experiences that leave
us with emotional scarring that only time and
help can heal. All of those experiences also
add to the wonder of our dreams being real-

ized, for only as we properly address and cope
with the difficulties can we fully appreciate and
benefit from the pleasures of our joyful dream
arrivals.
The new year, 2017, is upon us. Typically,
we look over our lives, evaluate how we might
improve ourselves, and establish some personal goals for ourselves. We call those resolutions, and we make them because we believe
if we accomplish them we will have more joy.
Those resolutions become our more immediate dreams.
However, we have enough experience in
life to know deep down in our hearts that some
resolutions reach too high, and others not high
enough. We should also know that this new
year will likely include some life events or experiences that we cannot predict or anticipate,
that may throw us off balance, and even possibly involve life change of some sort. Then our
dreams will change, our hopes will be modified.
Sophie tells the BFG that no matter what
her future is, she knows that he will be listening. She knows that every morning she can
whisper and talk to him, and wherever he is he
will be able to hear her.
What happens to us when we wake up and
our dreams are different? We have our own
BFG. We have our Benevolent Fatherly God.
Wherever we are, however our lives turn, whatever reality our dreams become, He will hear
us every morning when we talk to him. He has
big ears and is attentive to our thoughts and
whispers. Never outgrow the innocence of
your faith. Always be a child in the eyes of your
BFG. He is, after all, your Dream-maker.

Steve
I call on you, my God,
for you will answer me;
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.
Show me the wonders of your great love,
you who save by your right hand . . .
Psalm 17:6-7a NIV
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEETINGS
Deacon and Elder Board Meeting, Sunday, January 15
There will be a meeting for all deacons and elders
on Sunday, January 15, with a $6 supper at 6 p.m.
All-Church Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 5, 9 a.m.
All are encouraged to participate in the all-church
annual meeting, held on the first Sunday in February.
Starting at 9 a.m., the meeting is held in place of adult
Sunday School classes. Join in to hear a report on mission giving, and church members vote on the budget
and leadership for the next year.

SERVING AT RHCC
Cleaning Crew 2 for January
The Jim Clark Cleaning Crew (Crew 2) is cleaning
for the month of January.
Serving Lists for 2017
There are sign up lists in the foyer for serving opportunities in 2017. Sign up to be added to our rotating serving schedules for worship, children’s ministries, and also to prepare communion for a month.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Ladies’ Bible Study
The Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Thursday mornings at 9 a.m., resuming January 5. All ladies are welcome to participate.
Tanglewood Care Home Ministries
Please place Bingo prize donations in the basket in
the foyer. Sisters in Service helps with Bingo on the 2nd
Thursday of each month.

SUNDAY SERVICE
New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2017
Since New Year’s Day falls
on a Sunday, we will have no
Sunday School classes due to
the holiday. Children’s & Peewee Church and Nursery will
continue as normal during our
regular 10 a.m. worship service.

W IT H G RAT IT UDE
We are thankful for all that has occurred at Rolling
Hills Christian Church through the Christmas season:
à

Thanks for giving so generously to Alpha Christian Children’s Home. Most of the youth and some
of the adults at Alpha were given gifts from people
in the church. This is a big help to the families there.

à

Thanks to all who participated in our Christmas
caroling for Presbyterian Manor and Tanglewood
Care Home. We also thank Kurtis and April Wells for
hosting our time of fellowship.

à

Christmas Caroling at Tanglewood Care Home

Thanks to everyone who took part in our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services! Both services
were meaningful opportunities to worship together.
Linda and I wish to thank all of you at Rolling Hills for the congregational Christmas
gift as well as all the other individual Christmas gifts you have given to us. Whether
the gift is candy, cookies, personal items, or something else, they are all appreciated and remind us of your generous love to us. We love you all and are gratified that
we have been and are able to serve the Lord with you all here at Rolling Hills. God
bless you, and thank you once again. -Steve Seehorn
We’d like to thank our church family for the generous Christmas gift. We appreciate the opportunity to serve at Rolling Hills in a variety of ways, and we thank you
for the love and support through the years. -Melissa Boutz and Family
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

F E L LOW SH IP M IN IST R IE S

Food Fight!!!

Youth Group, Sundays, 6:30 p.m.
Junior and Senior High youth meet at 6:30 p.m. on
Sunday evenings at the church. We resume meetings
next Sunday, January 8.
·

Sunday, January 29, 5 p.m.
We will be having our 2nd
Annual “Food Fight” on Sunday, January 29, starting at
5 p.m. Sign up sheets will
be out January 1. Be sure
to join us for an evening of
food and fun!!!

Student Ministry Intern
We have scheduled interviews with two Manhattan
Christian College students to work with our Youth and
Children’s Ministries. The interviews will take place in
January. Keep this possibility in your prayers as we
work to expand our ministry efforts in this area.
·

·

With Thanks

Thank you to all of our teachers for the time
they give! From Sunday
School to Children’s
Church to Nursery to Youth
Group, you make a difference and are appreciated!

WELCOME, LITTLE ONE!
Congratulations to Adam and Amber Holthaus
on the birth of their new baby boy, Riley, born Sunday, December 25.

S E RV I N G A T R O L L I N G H I L L S
WORSHIP ELDER — Eric Showalter
SOUND – David Maples

FOR

J A N UA RY

SONG LEADERS — Melissa Boutz
PIANIST — Tari Metzler
COMPUTER – Bruce Maples
CHURCH CLEANERS – Jim Clark, Team 2
COMMUNION PREPARATION – Marshall

* Communion Meditation; # Offering Meditation
1
* Bob Coffman
# Kurtis Wells
Walt Baker
Konner Wells

8

15

22

29

* Bob Coffman
# Kurtis Wells
Walt Baker
Konner Wells

* Jim Clark
# John McElroy
Richard Johnson
Isaiah Boutz

* Jim Clark
# John McElroy
Richard Johnson
Isaiah Boutz

* Jim Clark
# John McElroy
Richard Johnson
Isaiah Boutz

Kurtis Wells

Kurtis Wells

John McElroy

John McElroy

John McElroy

Missions Update
Eric Showalter

Sharlene Showalter

Arlene Marshall

Georgia Ford

Eric Showalter

Brackey / Clark

Briggs / Coffman

Denton / Ford

Davies / Snyder

T Briggs / I Boutz

A Seehorn / B Johnson

K Snyder / B Watson

L Seehorn / C Wohletz

Marcia James/
Megan Perry

Amy White

Karla & Lauryn
Morstorf

April Wells

Benediction

Greeters
B Maples / Wohletz
Nursery Workers
K Flesher / Baker
Preschool Worship
Karen Seel

Elementary Worship

Rolling Hills Christian Church
4530 NW Hiawatha Place
(US Hwy 75 & NW 46th St.)
Topeka, KS 66618
Phone: 785-286-0601
Email: office@rhcctopeka.org
www.rhcctopeka.org
Find us on Facebook!
Steve Seehorn, Minister
steve@rhcctopeka.org
Melissa Boutz, Administrative Assistant
melissa@rhcctopeka.org

Come Join Us!
S u n da ys :
9 :0 0 a .m . Su n da y S c ho o l
1 0 :0 0 a .m . W or sh ip Se rv ice

CO MING UP AT RO LL ING HIL L S
Sun., Jan. 1, 2017: No Sunday School classes
Sun., Jan. 15:

Deacon/Elder Meeting, 6 p.m.

Sun., Jan. 29:

Food Fight, 5 p.m.
News due to Melissa for February newsletter

Sun., Feb. 5

All-Church Annual Meeting, 9 a.m.

Thursdays: Ladies’ Bible Study, 9 a.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays: Senior Fit & Fun, 1:30 p.m.
Sundays: Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

The Pathway is available by e-mail, and is on our website!
Simply e-mail us to let us know if you prefer electronic over
paper.
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