Rolling Hills Christian Church

Our Vision

T HE P ATHWAY

Becoming a beacon of faith
drawing people to Jesus
Our Mission

We will serve Jesus by
touching people’s lives and
teaching them to have
Kingdom-minded hearts.

Our Values
* Welcoming: We meet
you at the door and
receive you as one of
our family.
* Family: We encourage
families of all ages and
stages, and those in
need of families, to be a
part of our church family.
* Christ-centered:
We
focus our worship, our
teachings, and our lifestyle choices on Jesus.
* Scripture: We encourage everyone to have an
understanding of The
Bible as God’s inspired
communication to all.
* Prayerful: We communicate to God in prayer to
strengthen our relationship with Him.
* Supportive: We support
and uplift each other
through our prayers,
fellowship, and service
to one another.
* Evangelism: We share
the message of salvation both locally and
globally.

Church Offerings

for December

Date
12/6/15
12/13/1 5
12/20/1 5
12/27/1 5

Offering
$4,2 91
$1,9 74
$2,7 69
$2,9 84

De c. Avg .: $ 3, 00 4

Weekly Budget
Requirement: $2,803
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A W A L K D OW N T H E P AT H
On: Miscalculations
Once a month I balance our checkbook.
When we receive the bank statement, I grab
the checkbook, pick up a pen and calculator,
then sit down and make sure everything balances.
I’ve been doing that for a long
time…since I opened my first checking account
before going off to college in 1970.
A couple of days ago, my two sons-in-law
and I were making a run to Lowe’s and we got
to talking about using a checkbook versus doing everything electronically through internet
banking. While I do a little internet banking, I
still feel more comfortable using a checkbook.
One of these days I’ll make the shift from paper
to computer, but for now I’ll keep the checkbook.
Regardless of what means one uses to
balance income with expenses, a miscalculation of addition or subtraction can be very disappointing. Keeping accurate records makes
one’s financial life much simpler and less anxious.
I recently made a slight miscalculation of a
different sort. I forgot to fill my mini-van with
gas when I noticed it was getting low. On the
way to church the “low fuel” warning light came
on. The computer said I had enough gas for 18
miles. Remembering my last Honda warning
light came on with about 4 gallons (100 miles)
left, I guessed I probably still had 2 or 3 gallons
in the tank. When I arrived at the station, the
computer said I had 5 miles left. My gas tank
holds 20 gallons according to the owner’s manual. I couldn’t help but laugh when I put 19.9
gallons in the tank. The computer was in error.
I only had 2 ½ miles of gas left! I nearly made
a bad miscalculation.
One ought to be careful about miscalculations. Several times while watching television
programs recently a commercial for pet adoption and treatment aired using “Silent Night” as
its background mood music. It was a “nice”
commercial. However, as a believer I found it a
bit offensive. The song being used is a Christian song about the sovereign redemptive work
of God who emptied Himself of His infinite nature to take on the finite condition of humanity

in order to become the Redeemer of mankind.
While part of His redemption includes the redemption of all creation, His brutal sacrifice and
glorious resurrection was not for cute little puppies and kittens, it was to address the sins of
people. My opinion: this ad miscalculated
God’s sovereignty.
I am certain the ad writers did not intend
ill. I have little doubt that in fact their intentions
were positive. Nonetheless, their message is a
distortion and defamation of the role of Jesus in
all of history. Is this commercial all that big of a
deal? By itself it is relatively insignificant. On
the other hand, it reveals a worldview that has
complete disregard for spiritual values as defined by God in Scripture. While, through God’s
instructions to Adam, we are responsible for the
stewardship of all creation, Jesus didn’t come
to save animals from their sin, He came to save
us from ours. Animals do not sin. They are not
created in the image of God. They have not
rebelled against His nature and are in need of
restoration. We (people) have and do.
Our culture has made a miscalculation. It
believes that the Christian Christmas message
of “peace on earth” is about political cooperation and being polite. They are mistaken.
Peace on earth has a context of having a right
relationship with the God of the Bible. There is
no peace without acknowledgement of and submission to Jesus. He is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life. No one goes to the Father except
through Jesus. Be sure your accounting with
God is balanced. The old saying is still pretty
appropriate: “Know Jesus, know God. No Jesus,
no God.” Be sure you have a well calculated
faith and keep your spiritual gas tank full.

Steve

P.S. – Linda and I wish to thank the Rolling Hills
family for the Christmas gift you gave us. Our
hearts are warmed by the generosity of the congregation as a whole and by individuals who
have shared gifts of love with us during this
Christmas season.

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEETINGS

Deacon & Elder Board Meeting, Jan. 17 After Worship Service
There will be a brief deacon and elder board meeting
after the 10 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 17.

SERVING AT RHCC

Cleaning Crew 2 for January
The Jim Clark Cleaning Crew (Crew 2) is cleaning for the
month of January.

All-Church Annual Meeting, Sun. February 7, 9 a.m.
All are encouraged to attend the all-church annual business meeting on the 1st Sunday in February. Please be
there to vote on church leadership, approve the budget for
2016, and to hear a report on mission giving for 2015.

Serving Opportunities for 2016
There are many opportunities to serve at Rolling Hills
Christian Church. Sign up in the foyer to set up communion
for a month in 2016. If you are willing to serve in Children’s
ministry/children’s church/nursery, contact the
church office. If you would like to be added to
our serving schedule for communion/offering,
please contact Steve or one of the church elders
to be added to the rotation.
Thank you to all who serve the church in various ways.

D AILY BIBLE READING

L E A D E R S HI P M I N I STRY

Thursday Night Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Join Steve on Thursday evening, January 7, for the final
2015 Chronological Bible Study discussion.

Daily Reading for 2016
We are once again following the HCSB
Chronological Reading Bible for a daily reading plan in 2016. If you ordered a Bible, it is
in the foyer; please make checks for $13
payable to RHCC.
Alternative reading plans are also available in the foyer for you to follow with your
regular Bible.
Take some time to get to know the Word in 2016!
Love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all
your strength. 6 Always remember these commands I give you today. 7 Teach them to your children, and talk about them when you
sit at home and walk along the road, when you lie down and when
you get up. -Deuteronomy 6:5-7 ESV

W O ME N’ S M I NI S TRY

Sisters in Service Secret Sisters
Ladies, sign up in the church foyer if you
are interested in participating in Secret Sisters for 2016. We will draw names for new
Secret Sisters after the start of the new year. Secret Sisters
give gifts and notes of encouragement to their Sister, and
then are revealed at the end of the year.

Sisters In Service at Tanglewood Care Home
Sisters in Service helps out with Bingo at Tanglewood
Care Home on the 2nd Thursday of each month (Thursday,
January 14).
Ladies’ Bible Study
The ladies’ weekly Bible Study is on break until further
notice.

Board of Elders and Deacons, 2016
Our Annual meeting is coming up on the first Sunday in
February. At the meeting, we will elect the church leadership.
If you have recommendations for Elders or Deacons to serve
in the church, please make your suggestions to Steve or one
of the church elders before Friday, January 8. Suggested
leaders’ names will be printed January 10 and 17 for your
consideration and comments. The final recommended slate
of leaders will be
available for the
two weeks prior to
the all-church annual meeting on 2/7.
Please prayerfully consider the
leadership of the
church.

NOTES OF THANKS

RHCC Congregation, Thank you so much for the bag of goodies. I
really appreciate all of the continued love and support. Love,
Courtney Brackey
Dear Rolling Hills Family, I thank you for your prayers and kind gifts.
They are always encouraging and are a welcome relief during this
busy time of year. Love, Scott Brackey
Dear Christian Church Friends, Thanks so much for the lovely poinsettia plant that was sent to me in the hospital. It was appreciated.
- Kathy Watson
Dear Church Family, Thank you for the Christmas gift from the
church. It is an honor to serve, and the gift was appreciated by our
whole family. Love, Melissa Boutz

The Pathway
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F E L L OW S H I P A N D F A M I LY M I N I S T R I E S

Fellowship Breakfast, Sunday, January 31, 8 a.m.
The Young Adult Sunday School Class is hosting a
fellowship breakfast before Sunday School on Sunday,
January 31. They will be serving biscuits and gravy. Everyone is invited to come have breakfast and fellowship.
5th Sunday Family Sunday, January 31
5th Sundays are Family Sundays at Rolling Hills Christian Church! There will be no Children’s Church for grade
school students, as they are invited to worship with their
families. We will also incorporate entire families into
serving for the worship service.

All-Church Birthday Party, Sunday, Jan. 24, 6:30 p.m.
Happy birthday to all! On Sunday,
January 24, we will celebrate everyone’s
birthday with our annual all-church birthday party, starting at 6:30 p.m.
We need volunteers to choose a month theme to decorate a table and birthday cake. Sign up in the church
foyer for your preferred month. If you don’t want to make

S E RV I N G A T R O L L I N G H I L L S
WORSHIP ELDER — Bill Hollingshead
SOUND – David Maples

* Communion Meditation; # Offering Meditation

a theme cake/table decoration, consider bringing extra
cupcakes.
After the birthday celebration, we will have entertainment provided by Christian Country singer Peter
Whitebird. To learn more about Pete’s ministry, check
out his website at peterlewiswhitebird.com. An optional
love offering will be collected for the concert.
Love country music?
Love
Jesus? You’ll love Pete! Those who
know recording artist, Peter Lewis
Whitebird, will tell you he is first and
foremost an evangelist for Jesus Christ!
His unique Christian Country style of
music opens doors through which he
takes the gospel message of God’s love
and the saving grace of Jesus. Pete
and Judy Whitebird travel thousands of
miles each year. Pete has ministered
to groups as small as 8 and as large as 5,000! Their only goal; to
see lives changed by the saving life of Christ..

We hope you’ll join us for this fun evening of fellowship!

FOR

J A N UA RY , 2 0 1 6

SONG LEADERS — Melissa Boutz, Steve Seehorn 1/3
PIANIST — Lynne Maples
COMPUTER – Bruce Maples
CHURCH CLEANERS – Jim Clark Crew 2
COMMUNION PREPARATION – Boutz

Rolling Hills Christian Church
4530 NW Hiawatha Place
(US Hwy 75 & NW 46th St.)
Topeka, KS 66618

Phone: 785-286-0601
Email: melissa@rhcctopeka.org
www.rhcctopeka.org
Find us on Facebook!

-

-

Steve Seehorn, Minister
steve@rhcctopeka.kscoxmail.com
Melissa Boutz, Administrative Assistant

Come Join Us!

S u n da ys :
9 :0 0 a .m . Su n da y S c ho o l
1 0 :0 0 a .m . W or sh ip Se rv ice

CO MI NG UP AT RO LLI NG HILLS
Thurs., Jan. 7:

Chronological Reading Final Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 14:

Sisters in Service to Tanglewood for Bingo

Sun. Jan. 17:

Deacon & Elder Board Meeting, after worship service

Sun., Jan. 24:

All-Church Birthday Party, starting at 6:30 p.m.,
including a concert by Pete Whitebird.
News due to Melissa for the Feb. 2016 newsletter.

Sun., Jan. 31:

Fellowship Breakfast, 8 a.m. at the church
5th Sunday Family worship

February:

All-Church Annual Meeting, Sunday, Feb. 7, 9 a.m.

The Pathway is available by e-mail, and is on our website!
Simply e-mail us to let us know if you prefer electronic over paper.

Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has gone,
the new has come.

2 Corinthians 5:17

